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I.1 Introduction: Khanty
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I.2 Introduction: Khanty

Surgut Surgut Surgut Surgut KhantyKhantyKhantyKhanty

KazymKazymKazymKazym KhantyKhantyKhantyKhanty

ShuryshkaryShuryshkaryShuryshkaryShuryshkary KhantyKhantyKhantyKhanty

map based on Schmidt 1990: 385-386

VakhVakhVakhVakh----
VasyuganVasyuganVasyuganVasyugan

KhantyKhantyKhantyKhanty
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I.3 Introduction: Surgut Khanty

Yugan Khanty c. 900 speakers

Pim Khanty c. 350 speakers

Tromagan Khanty c. 900 speakers

Agan Khanty c. 600 speakers

Чепреги 2017: 17

1) collective term for 2) standardized, 

written, umbrella
variant
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II.1 Yugan Khanty corpus of OUDB (YK)

• 1st July 2014 – 30th June 2017

http://oudb.gwi.uni-muenchen.de/

• OUDB = Ob-Ugric database: analyzed text 
corpora and dictionaries for less

described Ob-Ugric dialects

• 1–5 team members for the Yugan Khanty team

Axel Wisiorek (LMU ITG)

• project leader: Elena Skribnik
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II.2 Yugan Khanty corpus of OUDB
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• contains 56 textes collected 2010–2016

• depicts spoken language with speech disfluency,
elision, epenthesis;

with subdialectal features

• non-standardized, non-normatized
(agrammaticality possible)

• wide phonemic transcription

made/checked/corrected by L.N. Kayukova

II.3 Yugan Khanty corpus of OUDB

• with IPA symbols
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• glossed in FLEx (56) according to the LGR

• translation into English (39), German (47) and Russian (29)

II.4 Yugan Khanty corpus of OUDB

1)
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II.5 Yugan Khanty corpus of OUDB

• segmentation and transcription in ELAN (53)

A)
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II.6 Yugan Khanty corpus of OUDB

• segmentation and transcription in ELAN (53)

B)

1)
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II.7 Yugan Khanty corpus of OUDB

• concordance
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II.8 Yugan Khanty corpus of OUDB

• concordance
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II.9 Yugan Khanty corpus of OUDB

• lexicon
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II.10 Yugan Khanty corpus of OUDB

• lexicon
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II.11 Yugan Khanty corpus of OUDB

• Semi-automatic sytactic annotation tool –
Reference Tracking

Janda – Wisiorek – Eckmann 2017

2)
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III.1 Tales and Legends

• to be published by Kulturstiftung Sibirien

• Tales and Legends from the Bolshoy and Malyy

Yugan rivers

• series editor: Stephan Dudeck

• will contain 71 texts

• depicts written language, standardized

• orthography established/made/corrected by 
A.S. Pesikova and L.N. Kayukova

• with extended Cyrillic alphabet

• Russian and/or German translations
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III.2 Tales and Legends

3)
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III.3 Tales and Legends

4)

‘Well, well that o... old... his father says to that man, he says: 
“Well – he says – what shall we do, well?” – he says.’
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III.4 Tales and Legends

• To what extent are there “edited” examples for
the locative agent in active sentences in the
storybook?

� 9 added locative agents

� 6 deleted locative agents

• How many other examples are there in my corpus?

� 44 examples with locative agents –
40 with active verbs, 3 with participles,
1 with converb
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III.5 Tales and Legends

• What motivates the usage of the locative marked  
agent in active sentences have?

� Idiolect?

� Subdialect?

� Influence from ritual language?

� Verbal semantics?

� Word Order?

� Russian influence? 

� Information structure?
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• Finno-Ugric > Ob-Ugric

• Agglutinative

• Nominative

• SOV

• Pro-Drop

• Gender-neutral

• No article

• Complete singular-dual-plural paradigm

• Two verbal moods (active, passive)

• Two verbal tenses (present, past)

• Two verbal conjugations (subjective, objective)

IV.1 Brief sketch of Surgut/Yugan Khanty
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IV.2 Brief sketch of Surgut/Yugan Khanty

Cases (Nouns) 
Nominative

Locative

Lative

Ablative

Approximative

Translative

Instrumental

Comintative

Abessive

Cases (Pronouns) 
Nominative

Accusative

Locative

Lative

Dative

Ablative

Approximative

Translative

Instrumental

Comintative

Abessive
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IV.3 Brief sketch of Surgut/Yugan Khanty

5) piːtʲəŋkəliɣən oːpisɐɣən OAL ID1602
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IV.4 Brief sketch of Surgut/Yugan Khanty

6) tʃeːβər pɐːnə βoqi TMJ ID1648
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V.1 Locative marked agent

7) tʃeːβər pɐːnə βoqi AIK ID1660

‘The poor fox pulled the big holes together,
[and] pulled apart the small ones. [i.e. He cannot sew.]’
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V.2 Locative marked agent

8) tʃeːβər pɐːnə βoqi TMJ ID1648
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V.3 Locative marked agent

• Ergativity and/or Transitivity

� Ruttkay-Miklián 1998, 2003

� Havas 2003, 2011

� Csepregi 2020, 2021

� F. Gulyás 2017, 2018

� Gulya 1970, 1982, 1992

� Honti 1971, 1984

� Kulonen 1989, 1991

� Balandin 1948
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V.4 Locative marked agent

• Is it an idiolectal phenomenon?

� No!
11 storytellers out of 18 use it in my Yugan Khanty corpus

• Is it a subdialectal phenomenon of Yugan Khanty?

� No!
Tromagan Khanty: 7 examples in Csepregi 1998, 3 in  

Csepregi 2011, over 14 in my personal archive;

Varyogan Khanty: 2 examples in Koshkareva 2006;

Pim Khanty: 4 examples in Pesikova 2013
etc.
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V.5 Locative marked agent

• Is it an influence from ritual language?

Legend: M = Male, F = Female; 
MY = Malyy-Yugan, D = Demyanka, BY = Balshoy-Yugan,  
Nefty. = Neftyeyugansk; 
Biling. = Bilingual, Monoling. = Monolingual
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V.6 Locative marked agent

• Does it depend on verbal semantics?

� No(?) 40 Yugan Khanty examples:

30 different verbs; 25 different meanings
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V.7 Locative marked agent

9) ɐːs βoŋ pɐːnə iːmiɬ monʲi AIK ID1615
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V.8 Locative marked agent

• Does it depend on transitivity or conjugation?
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V.9 Locative marked agent

10) kiːkluβi pɐːnə tɐːs kɛnʲɐr βɑk kɛnʲɐr iːmiɣən iːkiɣən VIU

ID1646

‘Well, this poor wife [of mine] has sent me again, so that

you make us rich merchants.’
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V.10 Locative marked agent

11) oŋq tʲuːtʲəŋkəliɣən oːpisɐɣən 2. TMK ID1479
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V.11 Locative marked agent

12) ɐːmp tʃuːn ɬɒːnəp iːmi AIK ID1515



http://oudb.gwi.uni-muenchen.de/ 37/60

V.12 Locative marked agent

13) ɐːs βoŋ pɐːnə iːmiɬ monʲi AIK ID1615
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V.13 Locative marked agent

14) TMJ 091 
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V.14 Locative marked agent

15) ɐːs βoŋ pɐːnə iːmiɬ monʲi AIK ID1615
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V.15 Locative marked agent

• Is it in correlation with word order?
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V.16 Locative marked agent

16) ɐːmp əntə pɯːriɬi NPA ID1629
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V.17 Locative marked agent

17) jiməŋ puːɬnə ANB ID1658

‘So, while she left and loomed, he stretched out his leg there.’

‘That... that man, who had lay down there .’
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V.18 Locative marked agent

18) tʃeːβər pɐːnə βoqi AIK ID1660

‘The rabbit turned them into tendonthread.’
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V.19 Locative marked agent

19) Кәрәм LNK 121
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V.20 Locative marked agent

• How is the locative marked agent expressed?
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V.21 Locative marked agent

• Homonymy 1SG Personal Pronoun
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V.22 Locative marked agent

20) βɒːt pɑɣ ENK ID1635

‘In fact, I have parents.’

‘I do have a homeland.’ // ‘I have a homeland myself too.’
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V.23 Locative marked agent

• Is the object expressed in the active sentence with
locative marked agent?
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V.24 Locative marked agent

21) iːmi qɒːɬəɣ pɐːnə nɐːrkɐs juːqqəŋ iːmiɣən iːkiɣən VIU  
ID1644
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V.25 Locative marked agent

• How is the lexically overt object expressed?
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V.26 Locative marked agent

22) nɐːŋk juːɣti qɒːtəp qor VIU ID1627
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V.27 Locative marked agent

• Does it depend on information structure?
topic switch contexts 
returning topic

topic continuity
brand new topic

emphasis on referent
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V.28 Locative marked agent

23) ɐːtiɬ qɒːtəŋ mɒːnʲtʲ qoː#,# tʲopjipəɣ VIU ID1609
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V.29 Locative marked agent

24) jiməŋ puːɬnə ENK ID1503
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V.30 Locative marked agent

25) ɐːmp tʃuːn ɬɒːnəp iːmi AIK ID1515
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V.31 Locative marked agent

• Similarities to locative marked agent in the 
Surgut Khanty data of Sosa (2017, 2018)

• Differences to locative marked agent in the 
Surgut Khanty data of Sosa (2017, 2018)

� Locative marked agent in focus position

� Locative marked agents with intransitive verbs 

� Locative marked agent expressed with substantive

� Overt and animate locative marked agent

� Object lexically and grammatically overt

� Topic continuity, topic switch 
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V.32 Locative marked agent

• Similarities to locative marked agent in the 
Vakh-Vasyugan Dialect (Filchenko 2006)

• Differences to locative marked agent in the 
Vakh-Vasyugan Dialect (Filchenko 2006)

� Overt and animate locative marked agent

� Verb mainly transitive in my data

� Locative marked agent expressed with substantive

� Object, if present, is an identifiable NP
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V.33 Locative marked agent

• Differences to locative marked agent in the 

Vakh-Vasyugan Dialect (Csepregi 2020, 2021)

• Similarities to locative marked agent in the 
Vakh-Vasyugan Dialect (Csepregi 2020, 2021)

� Subjective and objective conjugation

� Reoccurring agent

� No stylistic or rhetorical device

� Locative marked agent appears in consecutive sentences

� Intransitive verbs occur
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V.34 Locative marked agent

• Influence of Tundra Nenets? (Sosa–Virtanen 2018) 
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pɐːsipɐ βotitəɣ!


