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Dorsals Labials Coronals

Place Place Place

Peripheral Peripheral

Dorsal

(3) (4) (5) (6)



• Shift = delinking of a feature under the Place node:

Dor > Lab Lab > Cor

Place Place

Peripheral Peripheral

Dorsal
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•

•

• Assumption: before an onset occupied by a coronal, only 

coronals can occupy the coda 8



Proposed modification following the hierarchical structure: 

• codas may not have place features

• Place features under the place node: [dorsal], [peripheral]

(10) a. *C]σ b. C]σ

[dor] [per]

• Dorsals are specified as both [dor] and [per], labials as [per], and 

coronals bear no particular specification

• Depending on which coda condition dominates, a coda may not 
be dorsal or may not be peripheral → gradual shifts are allowed
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ITALIOT GREEK

• Salentinian Greek (SG)

• Calabrian Greek (CG)

•

CG

SG

11



• At a first stage of SG (SG1) MG dorsals

• SG2
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•

PoA Description Language

1 K, P, T No merging MG

2 P, T K and P merge into P SG1

3 T K, P, and T merge into T CG, SG2
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•

•

FAITH Assign a violation for every input place feature 

that has no correspondent in the output

&

Assign a violation for every output place feature 

that has no correspondent in the output
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•

•

•

harmonically bounded 
(see Samek-Lodovici & Prince 

1999)

input output *KP *K Faith

/K/ [K] 1 1 0

[P] 1 0 1

[T] 0 0 2

/P/ [K] 1 1 1

[P] 1 0 0

[T] 0 0 1

/T/ [K] 1 1 2

[P] 1 0 1

[T] 0 0 0
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•

Optimal candidates Description Languages

L.1 K → K, P → P, T → T
• Both [dorsal] and [peripheral]

• Marked
MG

L.2 K → P, P → P, T → T
• No [dorsal]

• Relatively unmarked
SG1

L.3 K → T, P → T, T → T
• No [dorsal] or [peripheral]

• Unmarked
SG2, CG
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•

Faith

Faith Faith*K *KP

*K *K

*KP

*KP

L.1 L.2 L.3
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•

•

• Value a: X>>Y 

• Value b: Y>>X

• Mootness: 
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•

•

•

Properties Value a <yes> Value b <no>

FAITH <>  *KP FAITH >> *KP *KP >> FAITH

FAITH <>   *K FAITH >> *K *K >> FAITHP2

P1
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•

•

(20)
P1

FAITH <> *KP

P2

FAITH <> *K

L.1 a a

L.2 a b

L.3 b moot

Languages

MG

SG1

CG, SG2
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• MG (L.1) SG1 (L.2)

•

(P2: value a)

•

(P2: value b)

•

(P1: value a)

(21)

P1

FAITH

<>

*KP

P2

FAITH

<>

*K

L.1 a a

L.2 a b
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• SalGr A (L.2)

SalGr B (L.3)

•

(P1: value b)

•

(22)

P1

FAITH

<>

*KP

P2

FAITH

<>

*K

L.2 a b

L.3 b moot
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• MG (L.1) CG (L.3)

•

(P1: value a)

•

(P1: value b)

•
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(23)

P1

FAITH

<>

*KP

P2

FAITH

<>

*K

L.1 a a

L.3 b moot
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