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Georgian Relativization

(all data from: Foley, Steven. 2017. Cues & preferences in relative clause processing:
Reading-time evidence from Georgian. MS, UC Santa Cruz)

Some general facts
Kartvelian language family, about 4 mln speakers
SOV/SVO, split ergative, rich agreement 
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(22)

(23)

Rom-correlative|
Cegan  rom kar-i gaago, is  ekim-i gusin gavicani.
rcjustnow C°  door-NOM open.TR:AOR.3SG | DEM doctor-NOM yesterday meet:AOR.1SG

=~ “[rc The one that ___ just opened the door, ] I met that doctor yesterday.”

Correlative variants

a. Cegan  rom kar-i gaago, gusin gavicani is ekim-i.

re justnow C° door-NoM opened.3sG | yesterday met.1sG DEM doctor-NOM

= “[rc The one that ___ just opened the door, ] yesterday I met that doctor.”

b. Cegan  rom ekim-ma  kar-i gaago, gusin is gavicani.
re justnow C°  doctor-ERG door-NoM opened.3sG | yesterday 3SG.NOM met.1SG

= “[rc The doctor that ___ just opened the door, ] yesterday I met him/her.”

c. Cegan rom ekim-ma  kar-i gaago, gusin is  ekim-i gavicani.
re justnow C°  doctor-ERG door-NoM opened | yesterday DEM doctor-NOM met.1SG
= “[rc The doctor that just opened the door, ] yesterday I met that doctor.”
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SuBItR | SUBInTR | DIR OBJ Alignment

AOR ERG NOM ERG-ABS
FUT NOM DAT Nom-Acc
PERF DAT NOM DAT-ABS

Table 2: Georgian case alignment across TAMs

(17)  Aorist: Ergative-Absolutive alignment

a. Ekim-ma kar-i gaago.
doctor-ERG  door-NOM  open.TR:AOR.35G
“The doctor opened the door.”

b. Kar-i gaigo.
door-NOM  open.INTR:AOR.3SG
“The door opened.”

(18)  Future: Nominative—Accusative alignment

a. Ekim-i kar-s gaagebs.
doctor-NOM  door-DAT open.TR:FUT.3SG
“The doctor will open the door.”

b. Kar-i gaigeba.
door-NOM  open.INTR:FUT.3SG
“The door will open.”

(19)  Perfect: Dative—Absolutive alignment

a. Ekim-s kar-i gaugia.
doctor-DAT door-NOM  open.TR:PERF.3SG
“The doctor has [apparently] opened the door.”

b. Kar-i gagebula.
door-NOM  open.INTR:PERF.3SG
“The door has [apparently] opened.”
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(20)  Wh-Relative
ekim-i, romel-ma=c cegan  mdivan-s kar-i gaugo
doctor-NOM |rc which-ERG=REL just.now secretary-DAT door-NOM open.APPL:AOR.3SG>3
“the doctor [gc who __ just opened the door for the secretary ]”
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@n

Rom-relative

a.

ekim-i, cegan  rom mdivan-s kar-i gaugo

doctor-NOM [ge justnow C°  secretary-DAT door-NOM open.APPL:AOR.3SG>3

“the doctor [rc that ___ just opened the door for the secretary ]”

ekim-i, cegan  mdivan-s rom kar-i gaugo

doctor-NOM [ge justnow secretary-DAT C°  door-NOM —open.APPL:AOR.3SG>3

“the doctor [rc that ___ just opened the door for the secretary ]”

ekim-i, cegan  mdivan-s kar-i rom gaugo

doctor-NOM [ge justnmow secretary-DAT door-NoM C°  open.APPL:AOR.3SG>3

“the doctor [gc that __ just opened the door for the secretary ]”
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