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ABSTRACT:

As it was demonstrated by Donald Schon in his cdaasicle “Generative metaphor,”

a metaphoric mapping has the power to create rieawnative understandings of a given
concept. Examples of such re-formulations of prnolsi@bound in literature on cognitive
linguistics — cf. Schon’s technical example of mpgaush as a pump, Michael Reddy’s
conduit metaphovs.toolmaker’s paradignas two conflicting accounts of communication, or
Turner’s discussion of Christ’'s wortlam the way, the life, the truth, no-one comethéo
Father except through nvehich violate the Invariance Hypothesis and foroe t reinterpret
Christ as a divine being. To all of the above exi@sd will add yet another, a description of a
tree, found in a popular science book:

For all its mass, a tree is a remarkably delicdtag. All of its internal life exists

within three paper-thin layers of tissue — the @ xylem, and cambium — just

beneath the bark, which together form a moist gegound the dead heartwood.

However tall it grows, a tree is just a few poundiiving cells thinly spread between

roots and leaves. These three diligent layers i perform all the intricate science

and engineering needed to keep a tree alive, ametiiciency with which they do it is
one of the wonders of lif@Bryson)

As is evident from the above passage, the ackehihg a tree to a moist sleeve of
living tissue around a dead core proposes a ndmedeunderstanding of a well entrenched
concept. Such new understandings occur each tita@guage user chooses one metaphor
over another in talking about a particular concefite act of choosing a particular metaphor
consists in informing the target domain with thexga-schematic structure of the source.

One of key questions in cognitive lexical semanti the origin of image-schematic
structure in abstract concepts. Since abstractepiacwithout any referent in the physical
world (such asbeA, SOUL, INFORMATION, Or LUCK) may have no original image-schematic
structure of their own (or not very much of it, daging on the given concept) they are
understood entirely via metaphor. Thus, a fair amad the image-schematic structure they
possess is imported from the source domain(s) inskbeir metaphorization.

Significantly, the mere fact that abstract conseptquire structure via metaphoric
transfer is made possible because thégrit rudimentary object properties by virtue of being
concepts — this is the essence of Szwedek’'s Ofgatidn theory. Abstract concepts,
represented by nouns or noun phrases in langudngeitithe image-schematic structure of
prototypical objects. The notion ahheritance can be used to explain the origin of
rudimentary image-schematic structures of concégtistract target domains in metaphoric
mappings).

The terminheritanceis derived from Beaugrande and Dressler’'s 1981udson of
coherence (procedural models of knowledge). Beaugrand Dressler define inheritance as
transfer of knowledge among items of the sameroilai types or sub-types and list three
kinds of inheritance, of which Type i®iheritance by analogy, is of rather obvious
importance for metaphoric mappings, and has comrselyubecome the focus of this study. In
this type of inheritance, entities take over feasurom those entities with which they stand in
analogy, i.e. they are of different classes but are smilasome useful respects (the authors
adduces the example @fND IS A MACHINE metaphor). (Beaugrande and Dressler, 1981, p. 91

ff).

In the course of a previous study (Janowski 20G6und intriguing properties of the
highly abstract concept afbvERTISING, which showed a very high degree of plasticity in
accepting various unexpected schematic structusggped onto it in metaphoric transfer. To



provide a mere sample of examples, the nouns ‘ddivey’ and ‘advertisementivere found to
collocate with such adjectives as ‘heavy’, ‘spicisfrong’, ‘powerful’, ‘rich’, and ‘full-
bodied’. There are surprisingly many metaphoric regpions based on the mapping
ADVERTISING IS FOOD The present study analyses modern contemporappings onto the
domain of advertising in an attempt at proposingadrconclusions on the nature of abstract
concepts.

Ultimately, the word ‘advertising’ can be tracedk#o the Latiradverterg‘to turn
towards’]. When it was originally borrowed from R, it meanhotice.Over the years, its
relational, process-like structure, related tarigioally being a verb, has changed sufficiently
for it to become a highly flexible English nomircancept, accepting various, often conflicting
structures in highly complex metaphoric mappings.

If the phenomenon of conceptual metaphor is torakerstood as Langacker presents it
in his Dynamic Usage-based Models resting on a general notion of comparison, and
specifically, categorization, in which establisistidictures are used for assessing novel
structures, thathis description requires a further specificatiwhjch would take inheritance
into account. Abstract concepts are formed by intjposof similarities onto the constructs
which inherit rudimentary schematic structure ofeats. The present study is based on a
corpus-based analysis of the conceptmfERTISING and several related concepts. The
analysis of the linguistic data makes it possibledrify the role of inheritance in the
formation of image-schematic structures of absitanotepts in general. Thanks to a corpus-
based approach, it has become possible to expressle of inheritance and imposition of
various structures in quantitative terms, whichspress an intriguing picture of this aspect of
language.

Selected references:

De Beaugrande, Robert-Alain, and Wolfgang Dres§1€¥81)Introduction to text linguistics
London; New York: Longman.

Janowski, Michat. (2002) “Metaphoric Mappings oAtiestract Domains and the Invariance
Hypothesis,” inLingua PosnaniensiXLIV, pp. 41-52, Pozna& Wydawnictwo Pozniskiego
Towarzystwa Przyjaciét Nauk.

Janowski, Michat. (2005) Warunki vegine opisu struktury schematycznejgéap wysokim
stopniu abstrakcji, iIRRR Kognitywistyka — Problemy i Perspektylagblin: Wydawnictwo
UMCS.

Janowski, Michat (2006) Abstract Concepts and Adzitnouns — conceptual Darwinism in
language — in print.

Lakoff, George and Mark Turner. (1988pre than Cool Reason: A Field Guide to Poetic
Metaphor Chicago and London: Chicago University Press.

Lakoff, George. (1990) “The Invariance Hypothessabstract reason based on image-
schemas?Cognitive Linguisticd-1, 39-74

Langacker, Ronald, (200@rammar and ConceptualizatipBerlin and New York: Mouton
de Gruyter

Lyons, J., (1977pemanticsvol. 2. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Szwedek, Aleksander. (2005). An alternative thedmnetaphorization. In print.

Taylor. John R. (1999)inguistic Categorization -Prototypes in Linguisiibeory.Oxford:
Oxford University Press.

Primary sources:

BNC: The British National Corpuysttp://view.byu.edu

Bryson, Bill. (1999)A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering America on fygafachian Trail
Broadway.

CDWH: Room, Adrian (2000)assell's Dictionary of Word Historiekondon: Cassell




DOWO: Ayto, John, (1990pictionary of Word Origind.ondon: Bloomsbury.



